! A BRIEFING ON GLOBAL AFFAIRS, BUSINESS, CULTURE & DESIGN

'On the rocks?
Iceland’s race to recover

' From Reykjavik, a SPECIAL REPORT on a looming mass exodus
‘and the people ﬁgh.tmg to keep the country afloat

Re-invent yourself

R _aL,___nk about restyling your

P "cﬂuntry as a hub for logistic
services, hospitality and me

‘9
Maintain your looks

Those genes can surely launch a
global beauty business

3
Keep your chin up o
This all happened for @goed.
reason — it wasn’t sustainable
from the start .

Rlaviiicely
Minanm vimi e sk

INTERPRE
MONOGCLE

e
Pris 125,00

Eauﬂ;h[-auq;{ﬁggjftji

1ssue 20 . volume o2
FEBRUARY 0Q

Q AFFAIRS Guns for hire — after
Iraq, where next?

(®) BUSINESS Three new Japanese
retailers who inspire

(® CULTURE Boom! Pakistan’s
television explosion

(®) DESIGN Fashioning a new
running regime for 2009

@ e DITS Portland Property
Prospectus, sounding good in

Sydney and the fastest wood
in Norway

EXPOThe Busan bustle
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Seduce

Use your good looks
to attract new friends

§§1
Poach

Look for new
international talent

Make music

What became of the
Icelandic singing wave?
Time for a comeback

Get back to basics
There’s nothing wrong with

earnlng a living from fishing
. and knitting

SEK 95

JPY ¥2,310
SGD $15.90w/gst)
CDN $10.00

EUR12icer) AUD $12.95

USD $10
EUR 100
DKK 122
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Pakistani TV wironrt

In just nine years, the TV
offering in Pakistan has gone
from two channels to 70, and
from government propaganda
to drag stars and chat shows.

Frida Hyvonen WoORKING LIFE
Swedish songstress Frida
Hyvonen explains the creative
process behind her new album,
Silence 1s Wild.

Culture briefing 11101
Crooked Turkish politicians and
tough French schools keep us
glued to the screen nOOKS:

A macabre tale of suspense,

a modern-day Treasure Island,
and the latest in Garrison
Keillor’s L.ake Wobegon series.
AlT: A young British artst who
makes sculptures out of mouse
hair and hornets’ nests, and

the poetic photographs of
Alexander Scott. MUsIC:
Portland folk, a saucy
US/Japanese pop duo and
Emmy the Great’s debut album.

Art market vRIEFING!

Yves Saint Laurent’s final show
stoppers, and is the writing on
the wall for Urban Art?

BBC Persian TV niront:
The British-based channel
for Farsi speakers that is
preparing to launch in Iran.

Erick Thohir PRESS BARON:
The Indonesian media magnate
Erick Thohir is making the most
of the country’s increasing
freedom of expression.

Well-stacked rironr: We
speak to the co-founder of
Hollywood’s biggest and
friendliest record shop.

Home rescue 1r0r1T How a

New York restaurateur came to
be the saviour of architectural

treasures in Saga, Japan.

Monocle shop MERCHANDISE:
The latest additions to our
product line-up, including our
new Orlebar Brown trunks.

-Architecture & Design

BRIEFING: Be apartments,
South Korean villages and-e
silk rethink in India.

Aptomar rirorRT: How
Trondheim became a hi-tech
design hub for the maritime
world and the young design
team steaming ahead there.

IIC-111

112-119.....

120—121 .....

122-127.....

155—169.....

Fashion piierinG: Be Positive’s
fancy footwork, the Japanese
shop that will cook you dinner,
and Scotland’s D.S.Dundee.

Men’s sportswear asHIoON:
A run around the grounds of the
Imperial Palace, Tokyo.

Running products r\siiion:
Technical running trainers,
gadgets and nutrition to help
you stay in the fast lane.

London penthouse iisininee:

How Swiss carpenters and
Danish design classics helped
create a perfect cosy home.

Spring/summer collections
pastiion: Tuscany’s Il Pellicano
hotel is the backdrop for new-
season beachwear.

Gift guide vvinToRY: Among
our favourite products found
on our travels are the Amadana
mobile phone and a foldable,
full-size bike.

GPS Refuge de I’Espace
INVENTORY: A cosy, hidden
refuge at an altitude of
3,000m in the Alps.

Bourke Street, Sydney
rHE STREET: The evolution
of Surry Hills from syringes
to chic shopping.

Renning Ski 1110 srecianist
Renning Ski in Norway is a
maker of wooden skis, run by
a family of artisans.

Perfect skiwear i\si11omn:

A selection of aprés ski apparel
including comforting natural
knits, sturdy snow boots and
essential accessories.

Portland, Oregon, USA
PROPERTY PROSPECTLS.

Our guide to the increasingly
refined North Portland.

Mathias Dahlgren »iv 145)
vEAL: The head chef at the
Grand in Stockholm escapes to
the woods for a simple picnic.

Boat race :'0: Busan 1s to
shipbuilding what Detroit is to
car making. But the South
Korean town is determined that
innovation will stop it suffering
the same fate.

Editor’s observation 1.1 1111
A global perspective from the
editor in chief’s chair: the vear
of the entrepreneur and why it’s
good to be a shopkeeper.

MONOCLE.COM

At monocle.com you can see films and
slideshows from all of our A to E sections.
It's also where you can become a
subscriber and buy MONOCLE products.

The Monocle Weekly Do iioan:

In partnership with Blackberry, we have
launched a new global audio bulletin, the
MONOCLE Weekly, anchored out of London
with contributions from our bureaux in
Tokyo and New York and from our
international network of correspondents.
The monocLE Weekly is a look ahead at
the stories, personalities and forces that
will shape the next week. Download it
from our website or iTunes every Sunday
from 12.00 CET.

Healthy architecture nisicn: The

new Akerhus University Hospital in the
suburbs of Oslo shows how good design
can literally make you feel better. In our
film we meet the team behind the project.

Orlebar Brown trunks s New
arrivals in the MONOCLE shop include our
just launched men’s swimwear (it’s both
flattering and comfortable) created by
the British design firm Orlebar Brown.
You can buy them online now.

Iceland’s big freeze /riainrs: In this
new film, we talk to Icelanders who feel
they are forced to leave the island in
search of work and others determined

to help restore the nation’s fortunes after
the banking collapse.

Time for tea pusiNEss: In Singapore we
meet Taha Bouguib, one of MONOCLE's
people who deserve a bigger stage in
2009, and the man who wants to brew

up a storm in the world of tea with the aid
of crisp branding and 250 varieties.

. monocle.com
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REPORT
Aptomar

FAR
SIGHTED

—Trondheim

Preface

Set up nearly four years
ago by three engineering
graduates, Aptomar is

one of the many innovative
young start-ups thriving in
Trondheim, the tech capital
of Norway. The firm’s
latest maritime navigation
equipment is not only
state-of-the-art in terms

of technology, but it’s

also rather beautiful to
look at. Monocle visits the
company'’s headquarters.

WRITER
Sarah Balmond

PHOTOGRAPHER
Fan Eritk Svendsen

“It just did a 360! Perfect,” laughs Lars
André Solberg, tweaking a joystick and
watching the swivelling white machinery
in front of us do a full turn. This is no or-
dinary tech-toy though — it 1s SECurus,
a new tool that is revolutionising the
shipping industry.

The device (a bit of a Wall-E looka-
like) is a safety and navigation product
for ships. It has sensors — a searchlight,
video and infrared camera — attached to
it, and is placed on top of vessels. It can
spot and track movements, colour, heat
and shapes in water (vital for search and
rescue efforts) and monitor oil spills.

The data is relayed in real-time on to
a navigation chart, displayed on a single
touch-screen. Using the map, you can
clearly see how best to navigate the boat.
It also gathers information from other
equipment on the vessel, streamlining it
into one easy-to-use portal. Controllers
back on shore can hook up to this system
using a remote server. It means split-
second decisions can be taken — and
those decisions can help save lives.

The ingenious bit of kit is the brain-
child of three young engineer graduates

108 — ISSUE 20

01

=
Ny

¥
e 5
{11

L '
= ! F
. -

q 1 Rer
RN F
A
B
RiSE

&
:

I- | .
Vi Pl :
<}
ac | i
5
4

from the Norwegian University of Science
and Technology (NTNU) in Trondheim.
Jonas Aamodt Morzus, Hakon Skjelten
and Lars André Solberg started working
on the SEcurus concept as part of a uni-
versity project to design a searchlight that
didn’t move around with the motion of a
boat. In 2005, the trio set up their firm Ap-
tomar in Trondheim, adapting the concept
after spotting a gap in the market. “On
vessels you have the radar, GPS, lots of
things. What you want to know is what 1s
actually happening outside, independent
of weather and light conditions. This is a
tool for gathering information to the users
on the vessel and getting it from sea to the
decision makers on land. Everything 18
about giving information you don’t see
with the eye,” says Solberg.

Despite a population of just under five
million, Norway is one of the world’s
leading maritime and shipping nations.
The industry employs around 100,000
and generates between €11bn and €12bn.
There are the shipyards, maritime equip-
ment manufacturers, service suppliers
and off-shore shipping firms (Norway
is the world’s third largest exporter of
oil and gas).

The industry is concentrated in Oslo,
and along the west coast, but Trondheim,
a small city by the water, with a popula-
tion of just 167,000, is the tech capital.
The city is crammed with consultants,
research firms, engineers and scientists.
The NTNU is the R&D nerve centre —
start-up firms spin out of the classrooms
straight into offices in the quiet streets.
“It’s easy to get good people here. There
are a lot of bright minds,” says Solberg.

03

Three more
Trondheim
wave makers:

Gazelle Technology
“We're trying to create
unique products and
introduce ecological
thinking into our designs,”
says @yvind Hukkelberg,
founder of Gazelle
Technology. This firm
designs and builds
passenger boats and
vessels for police and
rescue organisations. “To
have a base in Trondheim is
important as we can co-
operate with the R&D
institutes in the region,”
says Hukkelberg.
gazelle.no

Terravision

Terravision was founded by
Erik Harg and Havard
Sjevoll, both computer
science graduates from
Trondheim’s Norwegian
University of Science and
Technology. Gaming is not

all about beat 'em ups - this

studio creates conceptual
games for the oil and gas
industries. For StatoilHydro
the duo designed a game
that transforms geophysical
data into a virtual car

race. There's also

Tyrihans Offshore Explorer,
an educational game
designed to boost
recruitment in the local

oil and gas industries.
terravision.no

Marintek

If you’re building a vessel,
Marintek should be your
first port of call. The
Norwegian Marine
Technology Research
Institute in Trondheim was
founded in 1939. It’s nestled
on the Norwegian University
of Science & Technology
campus (there are also
offices in Houston and

Rio de Janeiro). From here,
scientists test and develop
new solutions for the
shipping and off-shore
Industries in its “labs”,
which include one with an
impressive 80m long pool,
complete with wind and
wave machines.

sintef.no

Orders are coming in fast for Aptomar —
Fhere are around 20 customers already,
Including StatoilHydro and Havila Ship-
ping. In 2008, four vessels were fitted with
SECurus - this year 14 more installations
are planned. Each unit, made
up of around 400 parts, costs between
€120,000 and €330,000. Solberg has
meeﬁngs lined up with the US and Cana-
f;han coast guards and other products are
in the pipeline: Lighthouse Information
Highway is a more complex system that
can link up data from a fleet of vessels —

the first installation will be in February.
“We are 23 staff at this point. We were
three guys back in February 2007, so it’s
grown really fast,” says Solberg.

It’s the design-led approach that
gives Aptomar and its products a head
start. T'he SECurus prototypes are crafted
in Danish cast aluminium. To ensure
good looks, Aptomar appointed indus-
trial design firm, Kadabra.

The team has designed everything
for SEcurus, from the slim-line manual
through to graphics and product.

Aptomar’s vivid

lion logo

02 Trondheim waterfront

03 SECurus, Aptomar’s
streamlined sensor
equipment

04 Founders of industrial
design firm Kadabra

05 Tank at Marintek’s ‘lab’
used for towing and
propulsion trials

06 Aptomar founders
(from left) Jonas
Aamodt Moraaus,
Lars André Solberg
and Hakon Skjelten

¥

“You’ve got loads of equipment which
has found its form, such as the radar and
all these antennas,” says Kadabra co-
founder Espen Jargensen. “But this one
1S new. Being smooth, it looks more dy-
namic and contemporary.” ‘

What could have become just an-
other bit of clunky, ugly equipment be-
comes a sleek, striking object. “We've
used design to ensure the product stands
out. We’re in an area where there is a lot
of old school producers. We're trying to
think new,” says Solberg. — (n)
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